Characteristics of hospital users.
For people living in the community, this article explores selected health problems and personal characteristics that are associated with having been hospitalized. The data, collected from a sample of people aged 15 and over living in 27,263 households in the 10 provinces, are from the household component of the 1994/95 National Population Health Survey. Bivariate and multiple regression analyses were used to determine associations between hospitalization and chronic health problems, demographic characteristics, health-related behaviours, and socioeconomic status. Having cancer or a long-term disability was strongly associated with hospitalization throughout adulthood. Among women under age 65, the odds of hospitalization were higher among those with inadequate income than among those with adequate income, even after controlling for differences in health status.